XLBOOK wrapper for xlrd and xlwt
Current xlbook version 1.1

Uses:

Python version 2.5
Xlrd version 0.7.1

Xlwt version 0.7.2

This was designed to work as a simplified interface to xlrd and xlwt.  It automates common functions I use.
Before Using

Install Python 2.5.4 (should be included in the zip file)

Install xlrd version 0.7.1 (should be included in the zip file)
Install xlwt version 0.7.2 (should be included in the zip file)

At the top of your python script add the line

import xlbook

Usage
variableName = xlbook.XLBOOK(excelFilename)

excelFilename must include path if the excel file in not in the same folder as the python script.

Properties

excelFile – string – Holds the filename of the excel file that was opened.

book – xlrd object - Holds xlrd’s reference to the excel file

sheet – xlrd object - Holds xlrd reference to the current sheet

sheetNum – int – Holds the number of the current sheet starting from 0

sheetName – string – Holds the name of the current sheet

row – int – Holds the row position of the current cell

col – int – Holds the current column position for the current cell 

cell – xlrd object – Holds a reference to the current cell

Methods
Variable names with a * after them are optional variables that can be included or excluded.  Variables must be included in left-to-right order.  You must specify all variable to the left of an optional variable you wish to use.

EXAMPLE: xlbook.foo(x,y,z).  If y and z are optional, you must set y in order to be able to specify z.
__init__ - Not called directly.  It gives you the ability to call XLBOOK() and give it a filename.  It opens the excel file and gets information for the first sheet, cell A1.
Write_Excel(string – filename*) – Writes the excel book to disk.  If filename is not specified, it will write to the same file that was opened when the object was made.

Set_Sheet_By_Name(string - sheetName) – Finds a sheet by attempting to match the name in sheetName to the name of a sheet in the excel file.  If successful, it returns sheetName.  It resets sheetName, SheetNum, row, col and cell object properties to the new sheet, cell A1
Set_Sheet_By_Number(int - sheetNum) – Sets the appropriate numbered sheet in the excel file.  NOTE: Python indexes start with 0.  The first sheet is 0 not 1.  If successful, it returns sheetNum.  It resets sheetName, SheetNum, row, col and cell object properties to the new sheet, cell A1

SetRow(int - row) – Changes the row of the current cell and updates the row property and cell property.

SetCol(int - row) – Changes the column of the current cell and updates the col property and cell property.

Find_Col_By_Value(string - value, int - row*) – Attempts to match a cell value among those in a given row.  If the row is not specified, it uses the object’s row property.  Updates the col and cell properties.  If successful it returns the new col value.  If it fails it returns -1.
Find_Row_By_Value(value, col*) – Attempts to match a cell value among those in a given column.  If col is not specified, it uses the object’s col property.  Updates the row and cell properties.  If successful it returns the new row value.  If it fails it returns -1.

Get_Cell_Value(int - row*, int - col*) – Returns the value of the cell.  If row and/or col are not specified, it uses the object’s row and col properties.
Get_Vert_Strip(int – col*, int – rowStart*, int – rowEnd*) – Returns a list of values from a given column.  If col is not specified, the object’s col property is used.  Specify rowStart to start at a point other than the top of a column.  Specify rowEnd to stop getting values before the end.
Get_Horiz_Strip(int – row*, int – colStart*, int – colEnd*) – Returns a list of values from a given row.  If row is not specified, the object’s row property is used.  Specify colStart to start at a point other than the left side of a row.  Specify colEnd to stop getting values before the end.

Cell_Font_Color(int - row*, int - col*) – Returns the font color of the current cell as a “#” followed by 6 hexadecimal numbers representing a RGB value (web color format).  Row and col can be specified, which will chance the current cell.

Cell_BG_Color(int - row*, int - col*) – Returns the background color of the current cell as a “#” followed by 6 hexadecimal numbers representing a RGB value (web color format).  Row and col can be specified, which will chance the current cell.

For Those Adding To xlbook

If you haven’t, look at the documentation

xlrd: http://www.lexicon.net/sjmachin/xlrd.html
xlwt: https://secure.simplistix.co.uk/svn/xlwt/trunk/xlwt/doc/xlwt.html
If you actually look at the class definition, you’ll notice all the methods have an extra property, self.  This property is added by Python.  It’s a reference to the instance whose method you’re calling.  My python book uses “self” and it seems an intuitive enough name to follow suit.
So if you want to change the instance’s row property inside a method to 42 you just write

self.row = “42”

You can also call other methods in the instance.  If you are in a method and want to call the instance’s “foo” method, write.
X = self.foo(y,z)
